has the right to appeal to persons appointed by the Board of Education and a Secretary of State.
for State intervention on behalf of the blind, principally the outcome of a Socialistic society styling themselves " The National League for the Blind," and composed almost entirely of the blind labouring class, led by the usual agitators.
In March this year Mr. Wardle (the Labour member for Stockport) moved a resolution "That in the opinion of this house, the present system of voluintary effort in aid of the blind people of the country does not adequately meet their necessities, and the State should make provision whereby capable blind people might be made industrially self-supporting and the incapable and infirm naintained in a proper and humane manner."
Mr. Herbert Lewis (Secretary to the Local Government Board) added that the Government were prepared at the earliest possible moment to appoint an Inter-departmental Committee to inquire intcG the whole question, as an essential preliminary to any further State action.
In May this Committee, consisting of twelve, including Mr. H. Grimsdale, were appointed " to consider the present conditions of the blind in the United Kingdom and the mueans available" for (1) their industrial or professional training, (2) their assistance, and to make. recommendations. Naturally they were at once faced with the question upon whom were they requested to adjudicate-i.e., who are the blind, or, in other words, "What is the definition of blindness ? "
The necessity for such definition, I think Mr. Grimiisdale's paper most conclusively proves. For the last fifteen years, however, I have been personally advocating some definition, and many letters have been published in the Press and elsewhere, which possibly some members present may have seen.
In 1902, at the Conference of the Blind, held in London, the Registrar-General quoted statistics, and I ventured to ask him for his "definition of blindness." He replied, " I suppose a man is blind when he cannot see." Again I had a similar answer from a supposed great authority on the blind in the North.
These two absurd replies stimulated me to further action, but nothing practical has so far resulted. I welcome, therefore, the possibility of some reliable definition being now arrived at.
Blindness has been defined, or was suggested by the present Departmental Committee, as (1) too blind in the opinion of the Local Board to perform work for which eyesight is ordinarily required; and by others as (2) blind for the practical purposes of life, (3) unable to follow their usual occupations, (4) guiding vision only, and (5) no perception of light. Clearly the first four definitions are useless from a scientific standpoint, and the latter is unfair to many.
It seems to me that to define the term " BLIND " (i.e., those who should be eligible for admission into blind workshops, and to participate in the public contribut ons, pensions, and such-like given for the blind) the opinion is required, not only of the medical profession, but also from those conversant with the life, occupation, and habits of the blind. It so happens it has been my privilege for some thirty years to be not only Ophthalmic Surgeon, but also Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, and for many years Hon. Manager of our Hull Blind Institution, and, as such, being personally intimate with the homes and surroundings of all our blind, I humbly claim to have had some experience of those who ought to be classified as such. During this period I have examined and admitted some 800 blind on our books, and have certified several hundreds to our Corporation as eligible for free tram rides, and also a large number for pension societies. In every case I have used the following definition and no dispute has arisen. I divide the so-called blind of all ages into (1) blind, (2) partially blind or with defective vision; and include as blind (a) those with no perception of light, (b) those unable to differentiate, and (c) those able to differentiate, but at a less distance than 3 ft.; as partially blind, "those able to differentiate beyond 3 ft. but with less acuity of vision than 60.
My reason for limiting the acuity of vision to fingers at 3 ft. in a blind person is based on the practical knowledge that a blind workman who can differentiate beyond 3 ft. (or possibly even less) can distinguish his rods. in basket-making, strands in cork fender making, bristles in brushes, canes in cane chair seating, more readily, and consequently works quicker and earns more, than his less fortunate fellow-workman, this resulting, where a bonus or augmentationof wages is distributed in proportion to wages earned (as in our Hull Blind Institution), in the more deserving receiving the lesser amount. This clearly should not be.
As before stated, I apply the above definition of blindness to all ages, but for the school education of the young I agree with Mr. Bishop Harman's expressed views-viz., children with less vision than 6 should go to a blind school; children with more than and less than 6 to a myope school; children with more than c) to an ordinary sighted school. I would therefore propose, if the above definition of blindness be approved by this Society, that Mr. Grimsdale submit the same to the Departmental Cominittee for their consideration and possible acceptance.
The Necessity for an Exact Definition of Blindness (Classification of the Blind).
By ANGUS MACGILLIVRAY, M.D.
FOR industrial or economic purposes so-called blind people are generally divided into three classes:-Class I: Totally Blind.-Those who do not possess any perception of light.
Class II: Practically Blind.-Those who possess perception of light, but are unable to take part in any industrial occupation owing to their marked impairment of vision.
Class III: Partially Bli?zd.-Those whose vision is such as to preclude them from obtaining employment in a sighted workshop, but whose vision is such as to disqualify them for admission to an institution for the blind on equal terms with those totally or practically blind.
The partially blind, coming between the sighted and the practically blind, are the most difficult to deal with from the economic,
